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permit of that. I shall model what I have to say on the two
speeches we have listened to,, and I shall be brief. The right
hon. gentleman, to a House which in a great majority is with
him, has delivered a speech the echoes of which will go down
in history. The speech has been impressive ; but, however
much we may resist the conclusion to which he has come, we
have not been able to resist the moving character of his appeal,
I think he is wrong. I think the Government which he
represents and for which he speaks is wrong. I think the
verdict of history will be that they are wrong. We shall see.
The effect of the right hon. gentleman's speech in this House
is- not to be its final effect. There may be opportunities or
there may not be opportunities for us to go into details, but
I want to say to this House, and to say it without equivocation
that, if the right hon. gentleman had come here to-day and
told us that our country is in clanger, I do not care what
Party he appealed to, or to what class he appealed, we would
be with him and behind him. If this is so, we will vote him
what money he wants. Yes, and we will go further. We
will offer him ourselves if the country is in danger. But he
has not persuaded me that it is* He has not persuaded my
hon. friends who co-operate with me that it is, and I am
perfectly certain that, when his speech gets into cold print
to-morrow, he will not persuade a large section of the country.
If the nation's honour were in danger, we would be with
him. There has been no crime committed by statesmen of
this character without those statesmen appealing to their
nation's honour. We fought the Crimean War because of
our honour. We rushed to South Africa because of our
honour. The right hon. gentleman is appealing to us to-day
because of our honour. There is a third point. If the right
hon. gentleman could come to us and tell us that a small
European nationality like Belgium is in danger, and could
assure us that he is going to confine the conflict to that
question, then, we would support him. What is the use of
talking of coming to the aid of Belgium, when, as a matter
of fact, you are engaging in a whole European War, which
is not going to leave the map of Europe in the position it is
in now? The right hon. gentleman said nothing about
Russia. We want to know about that. We want to try to
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